
 
 

15 July 2013 
 
 Greg F. Palla 
 Executive Vice President & General Manager     
   San Joaquin Valley Quality Cotton Growers Association 
   P.O. Box 1510 
   Shafter, CA  93263 
 
 Kern Co. Board of Supervisors 
 1115 Truxtun Avenue, 5th floor 
 Bakersfield, CA 93301 
 
 

Dear Mr. Palla and Board of Supervisors, 
 
 I wanted to give you an update on my laboratory situation and my general impressions of the 
Shafter Research Station.  My laboratory has been operational at the facility for about 3-4 months now 
so I thought it was time for some targeted communication.  Overall, I am extremely happy with the 
situation at the Station and my laboratory is functioning smoothly and efficiently.  I have one full-time 
employee located at the Shafter Research Station in my laboratory space, one part-time employee 
working exclusively there, and two part-time employees who split their time between Shafter and 
another location in the San Joaquin Valley.  Treanna Pierce, the full-time employee, is never hesitant 
to voice her opinion and she has nothing but good things to say about the facility.  Of course, I 
occupied the same lab under the previous administrative regimes so the comparisons are easy to make.  
She stresses the excellent attitude of employees on the Station (especially Neal Hudson who we 
interact with the most), the upgrades that have been made (painting of the labs, minor repairs [for 
instance there is a sink in the lab that has not worked in the last five years that is now fixed], repairs of 
lighting fixtures, etc.), and the general excellent appearance of the grounds.  The San Joaquin Valley 
Quality Cotton Growers Association has been easy to work with and has been very accommodating to 
our needs and requests.  Overall, a significant improvement in the facility has been made in a short 
period of time and it appears “primed” to continue to develop over the upcoming months.  
 
 The work I am conducting deals with developing and improving integrated pest management 
programs for insect and mite pests of field crops in the southern San Joaquin Valley.  The research 
strives to make programs for managing these pests more efficient, more cost-effective, and more 
“environmentally-friendly” for growers.  At this time, I am primarily working on cotton pests with 
some studies also being done on field corn pests. We setup the lab at Shafter in mid-April so the plans 



were already in place for the 2013 season and we have been scrambling trying to keep up with the 
work as the summer is the busy season.  One field study was conducted in cotton grown at the Station 
in May 2013 and hopefully more of the land resources can be used in the future.  In addition, as the 
summer field season slows down, we will have time to plan and conduct more laboratory studies. 

 
  Please contact me if you need additional information. 
 
 
Regards,  

 
Larry D. Godfrey, Ph.D. 
Extension Entomologist/ Entomologist in AES 
Dept. of Entomology and Nematology 
ldgodfrey@ucdavis.edu 
530-752-0473 
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